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CIUDAD TRUJILLO, June 20—It s, of

course¢, absurd to hope ever to learm
enough about a country, even one as small
as this one, :

A man with a geat- deal of facility and
experience {n su matters can learn to
memorize the names.of politicians and even
match them to various bland faces. Others
in my itinerant trade are more geograph{-
minded and from those you will frequently
hear such self-assured palaver as: “There's
& little place on El Conde, not far from the
late Jefe's Memorial Square. It's Zcalled
Mario's—bnly place in the Caribbean where you can get a
good Chinese meal.”

Vignef

My own favorite system, developed out of lifelong sloth,
-{s the vignette—the tiny even
which leaves all manner of s gnificant  {nferences
wake. Of course. one man's vignette Is another man's
vertigo; 20 each reader must declde for
the following means nothing or something.

The other. poon n'colleafue and 1 were ekoh'anm*
mors, on a one-for-one basl

: : , on the terrace at the “;)och-
~and wery nearly descrted—¥l Embajador m!;otﬂ- “Weihad

pretty* well run outf bt'{uel_ when ] asked Idly:

“Why do_you suppose we've Been. no al
other time I've covered a nation in ¢/state of unrest, incum-

bent rulers always sent their w nes swooping around,
to show worried. %ople’ that all's wpll, or to xxl):ow 1ble-
makers what thay'll get if they get.iresh. I've seen it-ivith
these véry eyesg: ¥pt, Iran, Griece and all manner of
pestilential places : T L
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‘ve geern nary a mili
¥n air force?” |

-lusfer eye;“:llt ub.,:-\ Ko
went on to more states- .

© “But since'we o hée: 3
.- plane, Mfﬁm’b

“.?‘N"-ﬁw‘g&' R 3
My colleague’s customarily ,
gummed it over briefly ¢hd the;
manlike rumor-mongering. ‘ ] ) .
The lack of mirplanes was. forgotten—of at least It was -
forgotten until breakfast time the next moruing.
You are well ahcad of me by now, I'm sure. Breakfast '
was, of course, marked g'tle an ajrshow. Three fighters,+:
Ily_lndg tight formatlon, roared past El Emba{adog' right on *

the deck. They.were propeller craft, but well ed and
gave ‘every appearance of professional competence, o
o

Later that momfng, as'If to reinforce-ths message,”

.

another buzzed our hotel at palm-tree level. -
1 :ouﬁgi, out fhy colleague and fellow-terrace ‘sitter and -
asked him who had overhegrd our previous day’s talk about

a.lrph,net; :-?.Hg shrugged !&M :
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«vignette mere lcolnélde:\;:e\," or dmdtmean the
ret’ service

my dispatches and eaves-

hing aﬁbutvlgnette ﬁforﬂng is that ;.

i Hls own tonclusions, and.as for myself, |
T W G&x{m hetween. Walter Lippmann
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